
Church Council 
Minutes – September 24, 2023 
 
Administrator: 
Ryon Miro 
 
Attendees: 
Elizabeth Chamblee     Ira Sansola 
Heather Cook      Jane Scott 
Sylvia Cousin      Bob Shaffner 
Jane DeCristafaro     Nikki Shaffner 
Karen Evans      Jennifer Wargel 
   
Absent: 
Weston Cheatham     Gil Johnson 
Dan Christmus      Gail Luckey 
Larry Griner      Tammie Sloop 
 
Ryon opened with prayer. 
 
Minutes from August 20th were reviewed for the record. 
 
Reports from the following ministry areas: 
 
Tammie Sloop – Nurture (submitted report) 

1. Working to set up the Nurture program for 2024.  Planning for a couple of components 
to be in place in October. 

2. Gratitude campaign beginning 10.22 for five weeks and culminating with a lunch on the 
Sunday prior to Thanksgiving. 
a. Asked for prayer that the Holy Spirit will direct our efforts to learn the scriptural 

basis for giving because of God’s gift to us. 
 
Heather Cook – Outreach & Witness  

1. Blessing Box 
a. Melissa reminded us to keep up with the prayer requests left in the box.  
b. Gil and Dale are refilling when the box is low. 
c. Walker Miro spoke with Melissa about Blessing Boxes; he would like to make some 

for other locations for his Eagle Scout project.  Melissa is going to ask at next 
Emmaus gathering if any other churches would be interested in supporting a 
Blessing Box at their church. 

2. About 65 Backpack bags were delivered to Sandlapper. 
a. School social worker has identified children to receive bags – some are homeless 

and some are foster children. 
b. Lunches and dinners are typically the first that we run out of. 
c. Next packing date is 10.01 to be delivered on 10.05. 

3. Sunday Fun Day – 10.08 from noon to 2pm. 
a. Will have square dancing – going to be fun! 
b. Asked Christopher Wargel to video some dancers to use as promo. 



Outreach & Witness (cont’d) 
c. Will have games like fishing. 
d. Pat Hoesly and Jane DeCristofaro also have crafts. 
e. In case of rain, dancing will be moved to the room off the kitchen. 
f. Hotdogs, chips and cookies will be purchased and a donation basket put out. 
g. Planning to invite Angel Tree families, neighboring churches, Emmaus community, 

backpack kids, etc. 
 
Nikki Shaffer – Worship 

1. Working with Walker on songs to invite others to sing. 
2. Walker has planned music for September and will continue in October. 
3. Planning special music for Christmas. 

 
Jennifer Wargel – Lay Leaders 

1. Meeting with Pastor – re-working and re-organizing web site to focus on members and 
visitors. 

2. Looking to add You-Tube in addition to Facebook. 
3. Working to make website work on phones. 

 
Youth Group 

1. Pumpkins will be arriving this Wednesday. 
2. Meeting tonight to put up decorations. 
3. Jen will talk to FCA and Pastor Antoinette has talked to Cardinal Newman ROTC to see if 

they can help unload and help in the patch.  Ryon emailed the scout troop. 
 
Ira Sansola – United Methodist Men 

1. Next meeting is on 10.09. 
2. Created a scholarship to youth. 
3. Doing P.R.A.Y. (Programs of Religious Activities with Youth).  The youth are excited and 

¾ of the UMM are involved in this program. 
4. Collecting kitchen-size trash bags for Killingsworth. 

 
Sylvia Cousin – United Women of Faith 

1. Last meeting was last Tuesday, 09.19. 
2. Collecting pillows for Killingsworth. 
3. Will host district officer training on 01.13.2024 for United Women of Faith. 

a. Expecting to have 80 – 125 women. 
b. Will need 13 classrooms. 

4. Killingsworth Gala (11.09.2023) at Seawell’s.  Tickets are on sale.  NEUMC has a table for 
8 that has been filled. 
a. Sylvia will send info to Dale to include in the bulletin. 

 
Dan Christmus – Finance (sent report - attached) 
 
Bob Shaffner – SPRC 

1. Meeting every other month. 
2. Pastoral Assessment will be done in November. 
3. Will send Finance recommendation to Dan. 



 
Gil Johnson – Trustees (sent report - attached) 
 
Antoinette Gaboton-Moss – Pastoral Report (see attached for more details) 

1. Pastoral Needs – 13 – includes calls, cards, hospital visits, home visits, bereavement 
care. 

2. September birthday cards have been mailed. 
3. Charge Conference will be 10.23.2023 at 6 pm. 
4. Working on Nominations w/committee 

a. Jane DeCristafaro will be Small Groups Coordinator. 
b. Brooks Shealy and Chastity Cherubin will co-host Disciple Class. 
c. Dan Christmus will be Missions Coordinator. 

5. Have been invited to host clergy gathering on 10.17.2023 from 9:30 am to noon. 
a. Will provide Continental breakfast (Mary Mason). 
b.  Token of Appreciation will be given to each pastor (Jane DeCristafaro). 

6. Our Prayer Labyrinth is the only one in Columbia and was well-received by local clergy. 
7. Practice of Prayer – last class will be this Thursday. 
8. On 10.08 Damion (IT person) will set up YouTube for us to stream worship services live. 

 
Ryon closed with prayer. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes submitted by Karen Evans, Recording Secretary 



















TRUSTEES REPORT - 09.24.2023






